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= There is an increasing awareness bf the usefulness bf 

foreign language training in a number of seemingly diverse areas. 
Foreign language students develbp not ©hly technical skills related 
to language use but also tangible advantages in the job market ^ 
because of their increased ebmmunicatioi skills^ Mastery of languages 
also_enhances the enjoyment of travel abroad and reduces frustration 
and isolation during travel in other countries. Increased 
international business opportunities have made meaningful 
communication and understanding between cultures mb re valuable^ and 
the individual's ability toimderstand and ippathize across cultural 
lines xs increased with language study^ In ^ditibh^ research 
suggests tt.»t foreign language study ehharcei. both-cognitive 
development and academic achievement. -^i^e iV is certain that people 
familiar with more than one language and culture can co::^-unicate more 
effectively with people of other countries and\ cultures, it is also 
possible that through learning another language and culture, pebple 
become-more effective problem-solvers , closer to achieving sblu^ibhs 
to pressing social problems because of an increetsed awareness bf a 
wider set of options. (MSE) 
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1 fcmi Uiiie Amejicin that 
knowing English wa& siifKi^ifir^ di^^^ As a 
tmlXi ^ntficii^ devel^^^ ^ ^ peqjle who 
ctmoi sqr eS^ife jnosi nidunentaty phmse in any other 
Umguage^Foctimately, however, m&ny business^ 
pcdfiical, jnd ediK^ I»Jers lie telatedly italizihg 
^ ^ whole worid does not qieak Ehglish, and 
even many of diose who have learned Ehi^ish as a second 
language preTer Ui Averse* to do business, and to 
n^plime in timr haUve jcngue. 

Km long jpLiear^ fdieijp language iw cisi- 
ed^in^ Jb te^oeiy a part of « liberal education os ah 
in^B^al exmise jduoufdi the study of gnimihar and 
Uttnture. It was automatically issiitned that ahydhe 
s&idying a fbieign lanfu^ieasaihi^ was ^gib 
be eidier a tocher^ an ihtinpiet^ tt a tiaiK&tbr ind lad 
no oth^ cimxr oi^oiis, a for 

piKipIe in tbcM iH^S^ffltt, Sar wed 
fcr indi^djuilurha p^^ in foteign 

langinges andnettamed in various technical aitas. This 
isii leaflt of inc iei tted activity hi JntsnaiicMiaj iMisihess, 
the kflow of large amwnts of fixeign capital to the 
United States, incieased intenmtiohaliz^ 
expanded awfutness of the h^Jo «iidiia 
business btit diplomatic felfiim of the 

host cguhtiy. A sg^c^ beccxning a vit^d 

iwtof the tesicpnqMUttion fivan inci^^ numberof 
carets. EwD^m ttose cas^ whoe the^knowl^^ of a 
a^ond^^iage does not hdp gnuiuates ob2a|n a first 
j^naoiy pqwt that their foteign lahgiuj^ skills often 
enhance their mobili^ and improve their chances for 
prmodoiL 

In additicMi lb any tec^^ 
ttiidehts chMse 10 ^evelop^ ^ey also have further 
iah^ibJedvm^erin the mirteL In a lecent study 
thM sought iOLKceitdn which college couises had been 
most raiuabie for pec^Ie wte were emplc^ed in the 
busineK world, graduates pointed hot only to ctfeer- 
orioited courses such as biiiiiiess mahagfflieiit, Kit also 
10 peopje-phehted $ul^»:^ to 
classes Jhat had Jic^^isd jhni tdde%^^ communication 
sUlls. Fcvagii Ittig^ge^denu^ courses Tocus 
heavily on tihis ft^^ often possess 

outstanding communication skills, bodi written and oral 



Fifftt»cnKHe,ieomttiervts in the job marketplace indicate 
a le^ved lecogm]^ of the vclue of libaral arts training 
in genend in an employee's c^iter prqiaratibn. 



What Aibtti Foreign 
Travel Abrond? 



Language and 



It is a^y (ximii^^hd ^wmgj^&e of Americans, 
perha^ eq^oiffl/ am^ yoimg people, to travel abroad, 
^ly a g»»nttion two ago people rarely ventured 
beyond tibes* home jttates, but now, as the ftehet shrinks 

an m^iecc^tediaoei, large numbers of pecv>le travel 
to okiier Nonh and Scwth American countries^ id Eurc^ 
and even Id Asia and Afiica widi ihcitasiag fi^uoicy for 
bdttiwolk ihd pl^^^ 

_Caiaihly it u fossibl^^ uivel in foreign lands 
Mthout Jm^ing dM^ln^^ In Uku as much as oiif 
fpmaadoninmds, for many it wotdd be iropcKlsibie to 
tearn the language ipcften in every country that they 
might visiL Neverthel^^ the traveler who knows ^ 
bngpage of the pbuhtry hot aaly has ah easier time 
iplvihjB every^y pi^U 

also ha& a^ niffl^ pleasant experience and greausr 
mderstan^i^ bodi of ^ pecqsle of the fOR;ign country 
ttKLof their culttire. Therefore, every language Americans 
Qusttar will oihanc^ their enjoymait and redtice their 
frustration and isolation as they travel arbuiid the wbdd. 

How Can Foreign Language Sludy 
Help improve Cultural Vndersfanding 
and Mutual Communication? 

As the globe has shrunk, intertiational business 
opix»itunid^ have multiplied and ^vd has grown apace. 
Mutual tinderstanding and meahingful cbmihuhicatibh 
b<^eeh nations, which have al%^ys_beeh diOictdt to 
fi:hieye^ have how g^riedihcce^ As a r^lt, 

^nilScanuitimbm <^p^q^e in the United States have 
b^tthioadifa'bet&H' international undca^standing, and 
mmy of iheni have b^ uiging mote foreign laiigtiage 
sdidy as an important means to attaining this goal. Such 
exhortations are emihehtly weU-founded, because the 
study of another language provides the most effective 
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ipoUbtfODtMlin ofa^ie tan^pge and a 

single cjjimre. Fardwrnbre, experience with another 
cdtoie end)ies tp achieve a signlGcantly tnort 

knowledge of a roreign language is not gmmtetd to 
cttate empaUiy wiUi aiid jundenlaxkU^ of lK( native 
$pe^xn of thtt language. Hb^y^, the de^lcpient of 
ttese^iiaUtii^iii^ witfi_a<^sfiei^^dmsnd 
andmpithize &^{^dy^tlittftBd by lanp^ 
Fj^emb^ foreipv iang^ to help 

^^soivtmlxm^^ feelings 
of sympathy for native speakers of the language, 
esp^ially if tte study is begun early and pursued for a 
long period of time. 

Dows Foreign iMhguage Study Help to 
Dtvelop Mental Ability or improve 
GradeiT 



That a time ia ^ UmtiKl^t^ what learomg ^ 
&reigh lan^age wttLiega^ moitai 
(tiscipiine for-developti^^teltecoa^ Even 
diough_ it bL_ now dear that Umguage learning has 
ncnterous applications of both a p^tical and a 
humanistic nature, researchers as well as languige 
ixlucauois stjU te^ 

foreign laiigiage study for other Sadeihic ireas. Fcr 
example, as Eugene Sayiaho stued* "Tbe iMKiii 
iiever c(i P| tel « ifl^ spoken, iad or imttoi aJ^p^ 
^la'ihiaiihtt tbngi^ h^iittte cr no p^iective 
^ his mm language,^ he^has iwver penetrated the 
nch an^ of tamiing and experience lying beyond 
mqnoiingiBl oxnmunicaticm." 

Novell^ Ji^ l^xlike attributes the deterioration of 
writing ^dlls in.AJderica lb two generations grbwihg up 
witlMcmt Latin. "In some cnnbiis 
dead and intricaie language id imtr a 

bnutifuU cleiff Jdi(]flia& ^tish." It imy^ that ih« 
boi^iu are noi to be fflined pnfy from tatin. As 
Vermcm Rcqrster said, "What is hivqlv»l is a pioce» in 
which the study of a diffident bnguage givi^ a person an 
underaandtng of ili^ttatyre of languige itself, a anise of 
strticUirt that is diflktilt to acquire finom studying one's 
own familiar lahgiii^e. Any liew language fences us to 
think why ... we need lb db what we db lb express 

bur^elvacl^y^ 

--P^^ttiy de^j^s reseu^l^ to 
rebifcffice with empiriol evidence tte intuiUve sense of 
the value of foreign languai^ fiudy in Improving tte 
cognitive fuiH:tioning of the brain^ jiid many ieibarch 
pnijects iuiye kmt ctedenx lb ttiese ideas^ fm^aaily that 



ih „^glislL_Ecir example,^ Dne ^^uch^ &imd ibtt 
ttidentS-who had triDCT^loieign-iapgiB^ge in faighs^ool 
&dl ri^&mdy Jd^^ pa^ pofait avoage in aD high 
ad K »lsu bj w tt i«iweilB in fiohman Englidi in 
roll^e. in additfaon^ data^ fitni the Admiinpil Teamg 
Program of die Ctfltep^ Bnnl sbo^ a definite pc^iii^ 
OQftditira tetwe» Spbblasitc A^tiide (SAl^ 
wcot»midMi^^ ci fixeign lir^giiiies. In dnereoNil 



jest group, for exampje, students who had takSiilib 
fteeipi inguage in high school achieved a fri^ score 
of 366 on the verbal ponibh of the S AT, and 409 baihe 
nuith fnrtidn. Students i^ tttd taken only bn^^ of a 
foreigh Ijmgua^ had ali^Qy bigh^ s^es (37t and 
416;^, idierea^ sm^ of a foreign 

btf^iagei^wed nmednunadc inoroses (417 and 463). 
Each addtiood jar of language sttKly brought a further 
roe in sons, with studsits who had atKiif4a^languag 
for five yettfor mcnt achieving in average of 504 on the 
ver^ ttid S3S on msh 

_ The CoU^ Bmid^^a^^la^ co^^ions tetweoi 
tength bf st^y of ^midn English, 
nod), J>ioic^icd scienos, physical scie^ices, and social 
studies, and SAT Koes, and found ihp in almost all 
as« the longer a stud»it soklied one of these subjo^ts^ 
the highly woe the scores. However, the verbal scaesi:if 
Rudents who had takoi four or five yeus Miloitig^ 
language woe higli^ than^^Ls:b^bf ^^ts who 
hiKl imkUttlihy^^ s^jectf ^ual Jengtfa of time. 
Siimlar resttl^ havebo&n o^ by other resauchere 
who have examined foreign language study and SAT 
scores. 

A numb(7 of studies in bilingual «liicaticm also seem 
to fefid to the conclusibn that foreign language .study gui 
aid and even ixeferate the active devglc^^ ^ the 
bfaiii. Biiihgual siibjects Jh vai^ have 
bi^)^oni^ siiniltf in^ ^b^^ on veri^ and 

iimverbd_iests bf Jntettigen^ discovoy has led 
fl^M^rcseanchers ^^»nilate that bilinguals may have a 
bngtog^ 4Aiiity that raables Ihem to achieve greater 
noentai flexibility. Along with the certain^ thai pecqsle 
who know more than one languid and ciilture can 
communicate more effecjtively with imipie bf b^ 
pcMmfficul^^^ p^Ub that Arbugh 

leamihj^ juioa^J^i^^ become 
mbre^J^ve_pn^tem^!»iv^^^ to achieving 
MlutiM^ to jmssm^^ problems because of an 
incrosed awaiutos of a wids* set of opdons. 

For Further Redding 



ERLC 




CcKs^. C. (Ei). {19S5). Reum:h wtm reach Resavch- 
gmded n^nses jt) it^ co^erns cf fi^ imgmge 
tedct^s.M^^ 

E(&ly, PA. {1981^ 7iteJ^c& i^firiignkffigmge^vdy in 
Ugh schc^l on yeri^l abiU^ measured by tte 
Sctalasdc Aptitii^_ rert^^Verfto/. Washingtcsi, DC: 
C^nttt fbr^^lied tinguistics. (ERIC Document 
ibfroducdon Servioe No. ED 196 31^. 

FrsW, S. (1M2). Bilingualistn, cc^itive growth, and 
divergent thinking skiUs. Educational Forum. 46. 
4®^ ^ - -_- -- 

Honig, LJ.^ Bral, RJ. (19733;^^^|» Jmguages wtd 
oar^s, ffewjSifc-Rfafen Languag e AssodatiDn. 

SiraSi E.N._(1977)^7fc H^imot^ foreign tanguafes 
far mafs ilii£tei itt tJnpubUshed roanu«ri|)t (ERIC 
Bocument^qTOdigtiop No. ED 1520855. 

Ti^ie, E.F. (1919). The ^ect of foreip language study 
OQ ACT acores. ADft Buttem, 11, 10-1 1. 



Hot rq» it ^ir p tqiB ed with funding from the OQu^ of E^itimil Research and Imprbveinent, 
U.S. Department of Educidon, lade^Boni^tflo. 406*g64X)i9. llie o|nnions expressed in this 
report do not necessarily reflect positians or poUds of OmU or ED. 



